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DETAILED ACTION 



Specification 



1. 



The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 



a. 



Page 7, line 28: change "28" to -30--. 



Appropriate correction is required. 



Drawings 



2. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "138" has been used to designate both an input in Fig. 4 
and the electroluminescent power supply in Fig. 4. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet 
submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as 
either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the 
changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of 
any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1, 2, 5, 6, 9, 10, 13, 15, 18, 19, 21, 22 29-31, 33, 34, 37, 38, 41, 42, 45, 
47, 50, 51, 53, 54, 61-63 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Berardi (U.S. Patent 5,638,151). 

Regarding claim 1, Berardi discloses a system for generating, 
synchronizing, and displaying time code to be recorded on film or videotape 
during the recording of the video portion of a film or videotape in production, to 
be utilized in conjunction with a master clock time code recorded in a system for 
the recording of the corresponding audio portion of the film or videotape in 
production, wherein the audio recording system is external to the displaying 
system is synchronized with the audio time code recorded in the audio recording 
system, comprising: a generating element for generating, synchronizing, and 
displaying the video time code, mounted in the system (Fig. 4; col. 4, lines 35- 
50); a display (66) for displaying the synchronized video time code, to which the 
generating element is connected, mounted in the system. 

Regarding claim 2, Berardi discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claim 1 including that the system comprises a slate 
(10) (Fig. 1). 
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Regarding claim 5, Berardi discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claims 1 and 2 including that the slate (10) further 
includes a clapper (16), adapted to be closed at the start of a take, and to freeze 
the time code displayed in the display (66) at the start of the take, for enabling 
the video recording of the time code at the start of the take, and for enabling 
synchronizing the recorded video with the recorded audio, further comprising 
closing the clapper (16) at the start of the take, and freezing the time code 
displayed in the display at the start of the take (Fig. 1; col. 2, lines 4-16). 

Regarding claim 6, Berardi discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claims 1 and 2 as well as further disclosing a portable 
power supply (61) for supplying portable power to the slate, a compartment (60) 
for containing the portable power supply, and a sliding door adapted to cover and 
enable access into the compartment (it is inherent that there is a door on the 
power supply compartment in order to access the power supply) (Fig. 2; col. 4, 
lines 1-6). 

Regarding claim 9, Berardi discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claims 1 and 2 including a face plate (14), and the face 
plate (14) includes an area thereon for enabling the written entry of information 
relating to the production (Fig. 1; col. 3, lines 42-58). 

Regarding claim 10, Berardi discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claims 1 and 2 as well as disclosing a settings element 
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for enabling the setting of modes of operation of the system (col. 4, line 1 - in the 
control circuit housing is a control circuit that would run the time code slate). 

Regarding claim 13, Berardi discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claims 1, 2, and 5 including that the portable power 
supply comprises a plurality of batteries (Fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 15, Berardi discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claims 1, 2, and 6 including that a battery pack for 
containing the plurality of batteries, adapted to be installed in the compartment 
(Fig. 2 shows a couple of combinations of batteries - it is inherent that the any 
combination of batteries that supply the correct voltage can be used). 

Regarding claim 18, Berardi discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claims 1, 2, and 9 including that the production-related 
information that is adapted to be written in the written-entry-enabling area 
comprises camera logs (Fig. 1; col. 3, lines 42-58). 

Regarding claim 19, Berardi discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claims 1, 2, and 10 as well as disclosing an adjusting 
element for enabling the adjustment of the settings in the setting element (col. 2, 
lines 4-6 - an adjustment to the time can be made). 

Regarding claim 21, grounds for rejecting claim 5 apply for claim 21 in its 
entirety. 

Regarding claim 22, Berardi discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claims 1, 2, and 10 including that the settings element 
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includes a battery life conserving mode, adapted to be set so as to enable the 
display to turn off after a set period of time (col. 4, lines 42-48). 

Regarding claim 29, grounds for rejecting claim 15 apply for claim 29 in its 
entirety. 

Regarding claim 30, Berardi discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claims 1, 2, 9, and 18 including that the camera logs 
include the type of film roll being used and the current film roll in production (Fig. 
1; col. 3, lines 42-58). 

Regarding claim 31, Berardi discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claims 1, 2, 10, and 19 including that the adjusting 
element comprises an adjustment setting button, adapted to change the setting 
upon actuation thereof (col. 2, lines 4-6 - an adjustment to the time can be made 
- it is inherent that the adjustment element has a button in order to utilize it). 

Regarding claims 33, 34, 37, 38, 41, 42, 45, 47, 50, 51, 53, 54, and 61-63, 
these are method claims corresponding to the apparatus claims 1 , 2, 5, 6, 9, 10, 
13,15, 18, 19, 21, 22, 29-31. Therefore, claims 33, 34, 37, 38, 41, 42, 45, 47, 50, 
51, 53, 54, and 61-63 are analyzed and rejected as previously discussed with 
respect to claims 1, 2, 5, 6, 9, 10, 13, 15, 18, 19, 21, 22, and 29-31 respectively. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 7, 8, 17, 20, 26, 39, 40, 49, 52, and 58 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Berardi as applied to claims 1 and 33 above. 
Regarding claims 7, 8, and 17, Berardi discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claims 1 and 2 as well as disclosing a 
portable power supply (61) for supplying portable power to the slate. However, 
Berardi fails to disclose a voltage-displaying element for displaying the voltage of 
the portable power supply, a low-power warning element for warning of low 
portable power, or a no-power warning element for warning of no power in the 
portable power supply. Official Notice is taken that is well known in the art to 
display the voltage of a portable power supply or to warn a user when the 
portable power supply is low or when there is no power. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to have provided the time code slate as disclosed by Berardi with a voltage- 
displaying element, a low-power warning element, or no-power warning element 
in order to inform the user of the strength of the portable power supply and to 
warn the user when the user would need a new portable power supply so that the 
device does not turn off during filming. 

Regarding claim 20, Berardi discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claims 1, 2, and 10, but fails to disclose a settings 
remembering element for remembering the settings when there is no power in 
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the system. Official Notice is taken that it is well known in the art to have a 
memory store the settings of the device when the device is turned off. Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have included a settings remembering element in the time 
code slate disclosed by Berardi in order to store the current settings so that the 
user does not have to restore the settings once again when the power is turned 
back on to the device. 

Regarding claim 26, grounds for rejecting claim 20 apply for claim 26 in its 
entirety. 

Regarding claims 39, 40, 49, 52, and 58, these are method claims 
corresponding to the apparatus claims 7, 8, 17, 20, and 26. Therefore, claims 
39, 40, 49, 52, and 58 are analyzed and rejected as previously discussed with 
respect to claims 7, 8, 17, 20, and 26. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 3, 4, 11, 12, 14, 16, 23-25, 27, 28, 32, 35, 36, 43, 44, 46, 48, 55-57, 59, 
60, and 64 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

8. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Prior art fails to teach or fairly suggest a time code slate comprising: 
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a. A rate-warning element for warning the operator if the video frame rate set 
in the slate is different from an audio frame rate set in the audio recording system 
external to the slate (claims 3, 16, 35, and 48). 

b. A rate-determining element for automatically determining an audio frame 
set in the audio recording system to the slate, and for locking the video frame 
rate to the audio frame rate (claims 4,11, 36, and 43). 

c. A scroll-back element for enabling the operator to scroll back to the 
display of time code at the start of a prior take (claims 12, 28, 32, 44, 60, and 64). 

d. A compartment that is further adapted to house a plurality of control 
knobs, and the sliding door is adapted to uncover the control knobs for access 
thereto without uncovering the portable power supply (claims 14 and 46). 

e. The setting element includes a synchronization reminding mode, adapted 
to be set so as to remind the user to periodically re-synchronize the video time 
code and the audio time code (claims 23 and 55). 

f. The settings element includes a synchronization locking mode, adapted to 
be set so as to indicate that the video time code and audio time code have been 
synchronized, and that the system has been turned on, turned off, and turned on 
again, alerting the user to re-synchronize the video time code and the audio time 
code (claims 24 and 56). 

g. The settings element includes a flash frame mode, adapted to be set so 
as to increase the intensity of the display upon closing the clapper to display a 
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flash frame, and to hold the intensified display for a number of frames (claims 25 
and 57). 

h. The settings element includes a low brightness mode, adapted to be set 
so as to enable the lowering of the brightness of the brightness of the display 
(claims 27 and 59). 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. Berardi (U.S. Patent 5,457,507) further discloses the time code slate 
described in U.S. Patent 5,638,151. 

b. Davies (U.S. Patent 6,831 ,729) discloses an electronic time code slate. 
C. Bird (U.S. Patent 3,528,731) discloses a conventional time code slate. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Heather R. Jones whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7368. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Thurs.: 7:00 am - 4:30 pm, and 
every other F: 7:00 am - 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Heather R Jones 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2621 

HRJ 

June 26, 2006 




